Dr. Greenwald's work on the ovary provided the foundation for several new concepts in the medical field; he hypothesized and demonstrated that a group of hormones (not one hormone) controlled ovarian function and regulated the function of the ovary during pregnancy allowing pregnancy to continue. He published 256 peer-reviewed papers in an active career that spanned 40 years. That translates to about 6 papers per year or 1 paper every other month for forty years. These were studies that he directed and was instrumental in designing. Because of his outstanding publications, he was recognized by his peers who sought his leadership. As a junior faculty member, he was one of the founding members of the Society for the Study of Reproduction (SSR), which at that time had fewer than 100 members. He served as President of the SSR and Editor of its journal, Biology of Reproduction. SSR recognized Dr. Greenwald's dedicated service and scientific contributions with its highest awards. In 1988, he received the Distinguished Service Award for his work as president of the Society, Editor of its journal, and for his service on numerous committees in the Society as well as outside the Society. In 1993, SSR bestowed its highest honor, the Carl Hartman Award on Dr. Greenwald for a career of outstanding scientific contributions to the field of reproductive biology.
Dr. Greenwald also served on countless important committees within the University of Kansas Medical Center, at the National Institutes of Health, other universities, pharmaceutical companies, and on editorial boards of high profile scientific and medical journals. He trained numerous students who now fill key positions in the Medical Center, other universities world wide, and pharmaceutical companies. Some of his students became practicing physicians in the Kansas City area, throughout the U.S., and the world. He trained professors, directors, and chairs of academic departments in schools throughout the U.S. and abroad.
People like Dr. Greenwald who can excel at their profession while remaining humble, kind, and willing to help everyone are a great example to all of us. Dr. Greenwald always treated people with courtesy and as an equal-at their first meeting as well as at their last meeting. He encouraged and inspired many of us.
He was a true scholar, a superb mentor, and a generous friend. He is missed.
- Dr. Johnson was fascinated by everything and able to deeply question and investigate those fascinations. He constantly sought answers and was never overwhelmed by the additional questions those answers provided. He carried his naturally wondering spirit into all facets of his life; in his many rich personal relationships, his day-to-day maintenance of his and Eleanore's home and surroundings as well as in his professional life.
Dr. Johnson was a very humble and modest man who shunned the spotlight, yet was widely recognized for his expertise and accomplishments by his peers and institutions. Throughout his career, he strove to understand the interconnectivity of the ''stuff'' of life, from the mundane to the esoteric. His legacy will live on in the thousands of lives he touched.
-Joseph Bast and Paul Terranova
